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Ending One Year, Beginning the Next
The Four Parshiot

[. Tishrei, Nissan: The Two Rashei Shana

e Yachid and Tzibbur
e National and Universal

Il. Focus on Nissan: Transition-Arba Parshiot

e Shekalim [ Shmot 30:11-16]- Shabbat before or on Rosh Chodesh Adar

e Zachor —[Devarim 25:17-19] Shabbat before Purim

e Para—[Bamidbar 19: 1-22] Shabbat before Parshat HaChodesh

e HaChodesh- [Shmot 12:1-20] Shabbat before or on Rosh Chodesh Nissan

[1l. Shekalim
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It spoke to Moses, saying:
When you take a census of the Israelite men according to their army enrollment, each shall pay
' a ransom for himself on being enrolled, that no plague may come upon them through their
being enrolled.
This is what everyone who is entered in the records shall pay: a half-shekel by the sanctuary
weight—twenty gerahs to the shekel—a half-shekel as an offering to pip!

A. Why?
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In remembrance of the half-shekel, uniform contribution to the Temple upkeep.
Announcement of this collection took place yearly during Adar, due to the new
communal sacrificial cycle which began each Nissan.
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B. General Lessons:

e To count you must do something that “counts.”
e Uniformity=equality
e Half Shekel-alone, incomplete, need neighbor for completion

C. Lessons from a puzzle
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What is the n19a for?

e Midrash: Sin of the Golden Calf: n2nnn 9% nX197 ,ANIAIDTRIN 'R
e Rashi, Chizkuni: refers to the offerings that will be brought to atone
e Rabbeinu Bachya: Counting sets each individual apart, vulnerable
e Sforno: Census underscores mortality-rooted in sin
e Rabbi Moshe Chaifetz: Uniformity of donation forestalls sin of envy
e Additional Possibility:
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Atonement for the sin of uninvolvement...

e Discuss yan |w....

Consider the oft-repeated refrain: “Careful, you don’t want to give yourself an Ayin Hara!” This
phrase reflects the diligence with which we try to avoid the frightening powers of the
mysterious force known within our tradition as an "evil eye”.

We do not count people directly to this day, we are a little uncomfortable blithely speaking
about good news, we fear just a bit when things are going too well...

All of this is understandable, given the emphasis within our tradition upon the potential
dangers of incurring an Ayin Hara

Perhaps, however, we are missing the point...

The ultimate purpose of Jewish ritual and belief is to shape the way we think and act. The
ethical lessons imbedded in even the most esoteric of our traditions should, therefore, not be
ignored. To avoid an Ayin Hara we must not only superstitiously seek ways to escape its wrath-
we must actively refrain from the moral behavior which gives rise to this "force" in the first
place. By judging ourselves and each other through standards more meaningful than material
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gain- by living in a fashion which increases harmony, rather than ill will, among those around
us-we deny an Ayin Hara the very possibility of developing.

Not by accident does the Prophet Michah proclaim: "He (God) has told you, o man, that which
is good; and that which the Lord requires of you, but to do justly, and to love true loyalty and to
walk humbly with your God."*

Conspicuous consumption, the flaunting of material wealth, the desire for others to be aware of
and covet our success-all phenomena so prevalent in our day- are antithetical to Jewish thought
and to our overall spiritual health. That is the real lesson of Ayin Hara, a lesson we ignore at our
own peril.

IV. Zachor
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Remember what Amalek did to you on your journey, after you left Egypt—

How he surprised you on the march, when you were famished and weary, and cut down all the
stragglers in your rear, and he did not fear God.

Therefore, when your God i grants you safety from all your enemies around you, in the land
that your God pijp is giving you as a hereditary portion, you shall blot out the memory of
Amalek from under heaven. Do not forget!

A. Why?
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Many authorities maintain that, in fulfillment of the biblical mandate of remembering the acts
of Amalek, this passage must be read once a year. In the days of the Purim story, however, the
rabbis decreed that it should be read specifically on the Shabbat before Purim in order to
juxtapose the erasure of Amalek with the fall of Haman.

1 Michah 6:8
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This obligation is hinted at by the statement in the Megilla “And these days are to remembered
and performed”-The remembering of Amalek must precede the performance of the Purim
mitzvot.

B. Lessons

e The characteristics of Amalek: 7NX D7WNIN™72 12 211 T2 P WK
e The difference between np'nn and nnaw

V. Para
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i spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying:
This is the ritual law that pijp' has commanded: Instruct the Israelite people to bring you a red
cow without blemish, in which there is no defect and on which no yoke has been laid.

A. Why?
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Parshat Para, dealing with the laws of Tuma and Tahara is read on the Shabbat before Shabbat
HaChodesh because of the Mishkan’s inauguration over the first 12 days of Nissan.
Every effort was therefore made to “purify” the Israelites in time for the Pesach offering.
[ Other authorities see its reading as an implicit prayer to return to the days of the Mikdash]
[Some authorities maintain that this reading is biblically mandated, as well]

B. Lessons

e Review manifold lessons discussed last week concerning Chukim and the concepts of
Tuma and Tahara
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VI. HaChodesh
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1 said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:
This month shall mark for you the beginning of the months; it shall be the first of the months of
the year for you.
Speak to the community leadership of Israel and say that on the tenth of this month each of
them shall take a lamb to a family, a lamb to a household.
But if the household is too small for a lamb, let it share one with a neighbor who dwells nearby,
in proportion to the number of persons: you shall contribute for the lamb according to what
each household will eat.

A. Why?
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This reading is mandated in order to set aside Rosh Chodesh Nissan as the beginning
of the month which is the “first of the months.”

B. Lessons ...a myriad of lessons concerning:
e Nissan as a Rosh Hashana
e Kiddush HaChodesh as the first national mitzva
e Kiddush Hachodesh and the lessons of time
e Kiddush Hachodesh and lessons of partnership
e Following the moon
e Lessons from the Korban Pesach
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